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Please join us on Sunday, April 22 from 3 to 5 PM at FMS for Spring
Beautification Fest. Stay tuned for details from Ms. Lisa and Mrs. Renzi, who
will be planning events with parent volunteers.
Primary Pride Night!! Tuesday, April 10 from 6 to 7:30 PM at FMS
The multi-age classroom, allows children a chance to learn from their
older peers and later a chance to be a model and teach their newly
mastered academic and social skills. Please join us to experience how Montessori movement
brings so many positive things to the lives of children to create stable & strong community.

From Our Administrator
Thank you for joining us on Sunday, March 12; making FMS 3rd
annual Art Show and Auction a smashing success.
I greatly appreciate the contribution of time and efforts put in by
parent volunteers for organizing such a successful event. They
sacrificed their personal and family time in attending the planning
meetings starting few months earlier to the cleaning up after the
art show.
I am grateful for the generosity of the families who donated for
auction items, creating a strong sense of FMS community, spirit
and pride. You’ve become an inspiration to many of our children
who are learning the joy of giving and helping.
My special thanks to FMS staff for helping each other and creating the wonderful
classroom and individual art projects. All of us worked as a great team and enjoyed
the process with children, leading to the creation of an art of Joy.
I want to acknowledge our parent volunteers and donors for the group Art Project.
Shauna Madden: Came up with idea and created Online Auction
Erica Whittier: Created online potluck sign up
Kara Klein: Helped create Primary art with children
Isabella Kalejaiye: Came up with the great suggestion of children wearing clothes from
different nations and created children’s outfits to wear during the show
Christine Scully: buying supplies for preparing the auction room for display and sponsoring face painting and
temporary tattoos for children. Ms. Laura: For keeping children & adults entertained with the drum circle.
Jerese Twitty: Creating the Vision Board for our playground project, donating several auction items
Jack Chan: Preparing the topographical report & a plan to solve water drainage issue on school grounds
Anne Calderon, Barbara Scully, Chantelle Whitelaw, Sean Braunstein, Reina Rudd, Elsie
Chan, Ms. Lauren and many other parent volunteers collected
significant donations from the area businesses which helped
us raise funds. Fidel Calderon for being MC for the event and
live auctioneer – Thank you for your talent!

Young Toddler: Aquarium Art
$200 donated by Mr. & Mrs. Ware
Pre-Primary: Inviting Art of Hearts
$40 donated by Mr. & Mrs. Kalejaiye
Primary: Chicago Skyline Art
$300 donated by Mr. & Mrs. Kalejaiye

We have raised $2,651.00 from the Art show and Auction. We also received a check of $130.23 from Panera
fund raising. It is our intention to have new playground equipment for our children, the total estimated cost is
$ 60,000. We will start the playground work as the weather gets warmer.
Dutch Mill Spring Bulbs fundraising orders are due on March 23. They will start delivery after
April 15 as temperature warms up. These bulbs grow well if planted per
instruction. Children take pride in watching bulbs grow that they plant.
We order bulbs from the money collected by this fund raising to plant
during our Spring Beautification Day.
Here is the list of social events happening at FMS in coming months.
•
•
•
•
•

Spring Beautification Day: Sunday, April 22 - 3 to 5 PM at FMS
Spring Field Trip to Children’s Farm: Friday, April 27 – permission slips will be sent
home during the first week of April. Every child is required to have a chaperone
Fall Registration & Deposits are due by April 30, 2018
Open House: Sunday May 6 – 2 to 4 PM
Field Day: Saturday, May 19 - 10 to 12 AM at Millennium Park, Homewood

Please note the following changes to the calendar distributed at the start of school year. Updated
calendar was sent home in folder and emailed in February, 2018.
•
•
•

Mothers’ Day Tea: Friday May 4
Parent-Guide conferences April 12 & 13
Summer Camp Begins June 25, 2018

Due to overwhelming response for our young toddler program from the
community, we will continue to accept children starting at the age of 15
months. Ms. Lisa’s class is at full capacity of 15 children and Ms. Lauren’s class has been close to the capacity
of 10 children. In order to serve more children and transition them to the appropriate classes, we will be
expanding our Pre-Primary class and adding another Primary class. Ms. Alicia will be attending her AMI
teacher training during summer. Mrs. Renzi and Ms. Alicia will be the Guides for each Primary class. We will
start construction work soon to prepare room #10 for a primary classroom. The construction work to extend
Pre-Primary classroom in order to increase the capacity will begin after the end of school year.

Ms. Lisa will be the guide for Young Toddlers and Ms. Lauren will guide our Pre-Primary class.
Please send the completed enrollment application for 2018-2019 before April 30 and summer camp
enrollment form before May 18.
Some children do not have any change of clothes at school. If your child comes home with any clothes that do
not belong to her/him and are marked with “FMS” please wash them and return. All of the personal
belongings should be marked with your child’s name. Any clothes sent to school should be in a clear plastic
bag marked with your child’s name.
Parent-Guide conferences are two-way conversations. It is an opportunity for
parents to learn about their child’s progress in school and for Guide to gain
insight into their students’ home and community life. Parent perspectives on
student strengths and needs, learning styles, and non-school learning
opportunities can help Guides shape their instructional methods.
Please complete and return the attached request for “Conference time
preference” If you did not get opportunity to observe in your child’s class, please
schedule it prior to the conference. Observation helps understand what your
child has been working on and prepare the questions you may have for the guide.
Please be on time and respect the time limits.
We are excited to share the news of Elizabeth being a “Big Sister” of Cassandra born on February 26.
Have safe travels & great family time during Spring Break.

We couldn’t have done it without you!
Your support is sincerely appreciated.

We would like to appreciate our families and students for their support and commitment
this school year. On Friday, April 20, 2018 we are having a family appreciation movie night
from 5:30-7:30pm. Snacks will be provided for this event. There will be an evite sent out
Please respond by April 16, 2018 if you and your family will be attending so we can have a
proper head count and enough food for everyone to enjoy.
Thanks again for all that you do!

Young Toddler Corner
March has been a fun filled busy month for the Young Toddlers class. We welcomed a new friend to our class,
Amaya Garcia and her family. Thank you to all the family’s that came out to support
FMS Children’s Art and Auction Show. Congratulations to London Ware’s Parents for
bidding the highest on the Young
Toddler’s Art Project.
Children first learn thru their hands. Art is one of the
essential opportunities in the classroom environment,
whether it is playdough, painting with a brush or sponge,
painting with water, drawing with chalk. Thru art the child is
getting the opportunity to explore thru sensory as well as
creativity. Some days I may lay a
large piece of art paper out for the children to paint with finger paint. I simply squirt
different colors of paint on the paper and observe children using their hands to
create. Children often admire their hands as they use them as a human brush. The
process of creating art is what is important to child.
Developing fine motor skills is another benefit of art. Grasping the crayon, paint
brush or chalk helps strengthen and develop the fine motor skills. Finger painting
helps strengthen the fingers and hands and cognitive development. It is very
soothing and calming. Children get a lot of sensorial as well.
While observing the children I see so much beauty in their
grace and courtesy with one another. When a child has
noticed a friend crying or having a sad face they gently put
their arm around them offering a hug. I immediately see the
beautiful art in the friendships they have developed.
As the child’s Guide I ask questions in order to encourage
them to continue to be curious and creative. If we are folding napkins I ask how should
we fold the napkins. It may be corner to corner making a square or a rectangle. It just
depends on the child’s creativity. In our environment shelves are set up in a
progression order, from easiest to challenging. This is in all areas such as Practical life,
Sensorial, Math, Language and Science. The order of left to right is for preparation of learning to read. The
opportunity for the child to be creative is all around his environment.
Parents Spring has arrived we will be getting out more. Please remember we may get muddy and need a
change of clothes. Please check to make sure that your child has clothing that is fitting properly as well as tops
and bottoms. If you need to switch out clothing with a bigger size or add more clothes please send in Ziploc
bag with your child’s name on the bag. Please remember to put your child’s
name on all clothing items. Our Parent Guide Conference will be April 12th and
13th.
More information will be given. I’m looking forward to speaking with all of you.
Lisa

Pre-Primary
Spring has sprung in Flossmoor! Despite winter’s attempts to hang on with a couple snow and hail
showers, the daffodils have sprouted and we are enjoying more time in our playground experiencing
nature. Speaking of our playground, our current fundraising efforts will be
going toward playground improvements. Be on the look-out for our vision
board, which will show the natural play space that we want to create. The Art
Show and Auction was a huge success, thanks to the hard work of the Parents
Committee and Staff, and the generous donations of the entire school
community.
Spring is a beautiful time of the year, a time of growth and new beginnings. It
can also bring some antsy-ness with the students. Having spent much time at
work in the classrooms through the winter, with
the sun and warmth outside calling their name, it
can become a little difficult to concentrate
sometimes. This is also the time of year where I
see the students begin to have the capacity for greater persistence and
determination; this comes with a big “IF”, if we give them the
opportunity. The opportunities we give them at school include more
challenging, and longer work available, as well as increased expectation
of follow through. Giving these opportunities
plays into “Growth Mindset”. This is the idea
that children who are challenge and praised for
their hard work, persistence and determination
rather than the product, are more likely to try challenging things in the future.
We don’t like to say “good job”, or “you’re so smart”; rather “that was hard
work”, “that took a long time, but you finished!”, or “you thought you
couldn’t, but you did it yourself!”.
A growth mindset is another trait that we are trying to foster in Montessori,
that can easily be incorporated at home. What opportunities can you give your child to challenge
themselves? What situations could you choose to sit on your hands and let them persevere? Are they
trying really hard to get the cap back on the marker? You could do it in a second, but the time you
allow them to figure it out themselves is so much more valuable than the time you would save by
doing it for them. There are learning opportunities all through our days. Give it a try, and please share
with me how you were able to foster a growth mindset at home.
Ms. Lauren

Primary
Spring is almost officially here and the general restlessness associated with the beginning of this season is
definitely in place! This extra energy is being put to good use in the classroom and directed into big work and
longer projects. Sleep has been somewhat affected by the time change as well and we are seeing a bit more
yawning. As always, early bedtimes and restricted screen time (tablet, computer, TV) makes for better focus
and ability to concentrate. Too much screen time (more than one hour per day) shows up as laziness, lack of
persistence and the expectation of being entertained…none of which aid a
child’s health, safety or learning.
We are seeing more clumsiness now (growth spurts!) and find that talking less
works even better currently. Directions are short, using key words. Children
find that they must pay attention more this way and they don’t get “teacher
deaf” as much. Try it at home! We are revisiting rules and behavior
expectations that keep our Safety First orientation in place.
The YOL students are “moving into the next plane of development” which is to be expected in the spring.
What does this mean? That they are ready to take on the world! They are very chatty, tend to move in herds
and enjoy group projects. The math materials expand into group games that promote memorization of math
facts and research is part of the language curriculum. Responsibility and the art of leadership are part of daily
life. The arts expand; more involved crafts, artwork and theatrics are great for this level. The YOL students will
be attending “Little Red Riding Hood” on Friday, March 23rd as a special treat
for their considerable contributions to the community of the classroom.
The Montessori math curriculum is not to be outdone in terms of giving
children a concrete understanding of the operations and the excitement of
math. It is the rare graduate of Montessori Primary Level that does not
choose math as their favorite area. Want to experience this exciting area
and more? Come to Primary Pride Night!! Save the date, Tuesday, April 10th
from 6:00-7:30. Participate, observe and ask those burning questions (“Why
is Montessori education so favored on applications by colleges?”, “How do you know who’s gotten what
lessons??”, “How is SEL (Social Emotional Learning) fostered so darn well in the environment?”. You’ll
experience a fun evening of aHa moments; insights for all ages await! All parents are welcome.
Speaking of which, just recently we had an observer who is used to working with children in other-thanMontessori environments and here were some of her comments… “Wow, they are so calm and respectful”,
“This is amazing; no running, throwing and yelling!”, “They seem so independent.” It was rewarding for us to
hear this because I was thinking, at the time, “What a squirrely day”!! Dr. Maria Montessori referred to our
work as helping to “civilize” the child. In other words, preparing them to be happy with themselves and a
contributing part of society.

Such a fun Art Show and Auction! Kudos to all for sure, and a very special
shout-out to Kara Klein (Hazel’s mom) who cut the stencil for the skyline
project and orchestrated the pointillism that created it. It fetched a
handsome price and we couldn’t have done it
without her. Thank you to the purchasing family
also!
Enjoy the Spring Break, travel safely and have some fun family moments.
Nan Renzi and Alicia Mendoza

Community Events
Celebrate Earth Day at Irons Oaks on April 21st from 7:00-8:30 pm with an evening of
stories, folklore and songs around a blazing fire. The evening will end with a marshmallow
roast. Fee: $3 R / $4 NR
Dolphin Lake Date: Saturday, April 28th Time: 8 – 11:30 am Fee: FREE Come enjoy this
favorite recreational pastime and a chance to win some great prizes at this spring’s
Fishing Derby. Bait will be available for sale the day of the event. Don’t have a fishing
pole? Borrow one from Irons Oaks.

