December 2016
Newsletter
FMS “Winter Celebration” is on Thursday, December 22 at Irwin Community Center
18120 S. Highland Avenue, Homewood IL 708-957-7275.
All children will arrive at regular arrival time at 8:30 a.m. at Irwin Center. Primary and Elementary children will
be dropped off and parents will join at later time.
Pre-Primary children will arrive at 8:30 a.m. with their parents and families to start the performances at 8:45
a.m. They will leave with parents at 9:30 a.m. as the performance and “Meet and Greet” is over.
Primary and Elementary parents will join at 9:45 a.m. Performance will begin at 10:00 a.m. with Primary
children followed by Elementary children. Parents are requested to have children arrive at 8:30 a.m. to get
oriented to new location for their performance.
To help FMS with expense of renting the location with plenty of parking and seating, there will be a $5.00
admission fee for all adults and children older than 12 years. You pay $5.00 if paid prior to the day of
performance.
Admission fee will be $8.00 if paid on the day of “Winter Celebration.”
Thank you parents and staff for assisting with planning and organizing winter celebration. Many parents are
bringing refreshments and our Elementary children have baked goodies to enjoy with parents and families.

ClassNotes
Many of you are using ClassNotes for updates of your child and classroom. We will start using ClassNotes for
Sign-in and Sign-out for children when we return in January. If you are having difficulty logging in contact
support@primets.com. Cassia from Primets will be present at Irwin center on Thursday. Please talk to her if
you continue to have difficulty using ClassNotes.

Bringing Outdoor Inside
Two naturalist from Iron Oaks spent an hour with children taking about birds and animals. Younger
children had rich sensory experience of touching different animal fur and older children looked at
bird’s feather and made bird sounds! We made sure proper hand washing and sanitization after the
event was over.

Winter Open Enrollment
We are looking forward to meeting our new children joining FMS community from
January 2017 in Pre-Primary and Primary programs. Please let your families know
about winter open enrollment till February 15, 2017.

A Day in Pre-Primary
After drop off, children come into the classroom,
greet their teachers and friends, start putting away
their things, and put on their indoor shoes. Then
they head over to the sinks to wash their hands to
start the day.

Then they enter into their morning work cycle, and choose
from all available materials and often times a
special food preparation project.

When the chime rings…

children are asked to finish up and clean
up their work and make their way to the
orange rug where we sing songs and read
books together.

After everyone has had a chance to use
the restroom and clean up for snack,
friends start setting the table and we all
enjoy snack together.

As the children finish eating, they
clean up their dishes and put their
napkin in the laundry basket. Then,
depending on the weather we will
either get our outdoor gear on to go
outside, or we will enjoy indoor time
with materials to encourage
cooperative play and gross motor
movement.

At 11:30, half day students are dismissed.
Full day students go on to…

Lunch!
After lunch, Children clear their
spots and clean their plates. Then
they will head to the restroom for
one last stop before they gather
their nap blankets and find their
cots.

Those who need a little help going down will
get a little back rub to comfort and help them
fall asleep.
When the children begin to wake up from nap
they will clean up their nap things and make a
last stop at the rest room before heading to
their cubbies to gather there things to go home.

The end of nap signals the end of the
full day in Pre-Primary!
For those in after care, they will go on to
have an afternoon snack, and an
afternoon of fun with Ms. Jessica.

Spanish in the Classroom and After school
The students have been doing a wonderful job working on expanding their Spanish vocabulary all
year long. In addition, we have worked on developing our bilingual courtesy and manners skills. The
highlight of the class tends to be learning new songs. You may have heard some of your favorite
classic children's songs being practiced at home in Spanish. We hope you will join us at the Holiday
program where they will be performing many of their new Spanish favorite hit songs!
Salud,
Doña Alexandra

Primary Updates
The last months have seemed to whizz by. Here we are at Winter Break already. The most exciting thing that
happened in December so far is that the Primary Level Association Montessori International/USA consultant,
Naoko Ogawa from Milwaukee, came to our classroom. She enjoyed her visit, found our classroom to be a
wonderful place and offered us the “recognition” we were seeking for the next 3 years. All was as it should be,
with a few ideas to improve the organization of our space, and for me to expand my practice as a Montessori
Guide. This is very good news and all of Team Primary (myself, Ms. Alicia, Mrs. Johnson and Ms. Alexandra)
was glad. Naoko complimented us for the warmth and organization of our space, and the respectful
interactions amongst the children and adults. She is also a Montessori Primary Level teacher trainer as well as
a consultant.
After the Winter Break our classroom will have a mammal pet. I am not sure which one (I will get an animal that
needs adopting) but most likely a gerbil or hamster. I will be looking for care for this animal during school
vacations that last longer than a 3-day weekend. Text me if interested for Spring Vacation! We will have a
naming party with ideas from all, then vote on a name. We will notify the parent group when this happens
through ClassNotes. We have many plants and soon, a pet to care for.
Snow pants will come home to stay for the break, please send them back afterward in a cloth reusable bag
with your child’s name clearly written on the outside. Paper and plastic grocery bags do not work well for this
purpose. Hopefully it will not be as cold and the children can get outside more often.
Close to the break classroom work winds down a bit and rehearsals and special projects start to increase. It
always delights me that some of the children are still choosing projects from the curriculum on the shelves and
wanting to make progress. Thus, there is still a good amount of work going on, and children who are
determined to persevere in reaching goals. We are also enjoying our time doing holiday related crafts and
polishing our songs. We are looking forward to performing them! See you soon.

Elementary Updates
It’s winter break before you know it. Our children are all ready to perform for our parents on the
Thursday, December 22.
A good number of lessons and concepts have been learned by now; our children
are making big leaps academically. The age range in our classroom is wider this
year, and we’re gradually finding our equilibrium.

A typical day in our classroom starts with our children making a plan of what
their day is going to look like. Children resume any activity or material that
was left out the previous day. Our older children are given tasks that need
to be completed by the end of the afternoon work period. Parents are
encouraged to visit our classroom to observe their child at work. It helps
one get a sense of what kind of work goes on in our Montessori classroom.
A shout out to Ms. Tami who has been amazing all year. She’s been
orchestrating all the cooking and art projects. She also picked the song
for our children to perform for our Winter Celebration.
Thanks to Serena Schott (Jack’s mom) for bringing gingerbread house kits and building them
with our kids!
We’re planning to go on some more field trips with our older
children. Please do check ClassNotes and your email for further
details.

Ryan: Who do you think is
always going to be on your
side?

Ms. Varsha: I don’t know. My
mom? A friend?

Happy Holidays! Stay warm.
Ryan: Nationwide is on your side.

-

Ms. Varsha

Community Event: At Homewood Library

CRAFT-STRAVAGANZA

December 27 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
They have got papers, baubles, glittery bits, googly eyes, tape, glue, fancy scissors, and a million other pieces
of miscellanea. All you need to bring is your creativity! No registration required for this free to all ages event.

All preparations are made for our Winter camp, “Wonders of Winter Wonderland”. We will see some
of you next week. Please make sure to turn in the registration form with updated contact information.
Ms. Lisa will be in the office during the first week of January and available by email during the
duration of winter break.
We thank all of our families for a wonderful year of 2016. We wish you a joyful winter break and safe
travels. We look forward to seeing you at the beginning of the year on Tuesday January 10, 2017.

