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Field Trip to Shedd Aquarium: Friday April 28
We will meet at FMS at 8:30 am and return by 2:30 pm, at which time all children need to be picked
up. There will be no before school care, after school care or regular school on this day. All children, 3
years of age and younger must have an adult chaperone to participate.
Please inform the office if you plan to drive your own vehicle and not ride the bus. Any parents who
have membership for aquarium will need to go to the membership office to pick up the entrance
ticket. Lunch room is booked for 12:30 pm. Children should bring a sack lunch/snack with disposable
containers.

Young Toddler and Pre-Primary Mothers’ Day Celebration
Children 15 – 36 months will be having Tea and a snack at 10:30 am on Friday May 12,
with mom. Please RSVP on ClassNotes events for Mothers’ Day Tea.

Field Day: Sunday May 21

Join us for Field day Celebrationon on Sunday May 21 from 3 - 5 pm at Millennium Park,
Homewood. Please let the office know if you would like to make donation for food items.

FMS Open House: Sunday May 7 from 2:00 – 4:00 PM
Please invite your friends and family with young children to visit our open house and meet guides to
get information about the program. Children moving up to next level are welcome to visit and meet
the guide and tour your next classroom.

2017-2018 Enrollment forms are due by Friday April 28 with $250.00 deposit
Enrollment forms for 2017-2018 school year returned after April 28 will have $50.00 re-enrollment fee.

Montessori Facts: In 1907 Montessori opened the first Casa dei Bambini (Children’s House)
in Rome. In this environment, children were introduced to activities and then allowed to choose
to participate or not. Montessori learned from the children which activities were appropriate.
Gradually Montessori accumulated a series of materials that are still used in Montessori schools
around the world. As well as the materials, her observations led her to theories on how children
learn best. Many of her “discoveries” are well-accepted in early childhood education today.
Respect for the Child: Children are different from adults and each other; each one of us
is unique and deserves respect.
 The “Absorbent Mind:” The first six years of life are immensely important in terms of
learning. During this period, children have extraordinary abilities to learn almost
effortlessly; they “absorb” information from their environment, whatever that
environment might be.
 The “Prepared Environment:” Children learn best and become confident individuals in an
environment (home or school) where appropriate activities are available, where they can
choose their own activities, and where they can progress at their own pace using selfcorrecting materials. Montessori tells us to “follow the child.”
 Purposeful Work: Through meaningful activities designed so children can succeed,
children create themselves. The child, in essence, is asking us to “Help me do it by
myself.”
 The Human Potential: Education begins at birth… and never ends. If children’s
developmental needs are met, children will be able to maximize their potentials,
whatever they may be. Montessori extended this premise to the world as a whole,
where fulfilled and well-balanced adults
would begin to behave better towards
each other, leading eventually to a world
at peace.
–Montessori Foundation


Young Toddlers News
Our youngest friends at FMS have made it at home! At the arrival, they walk in the classroom with a
smile, looking for adults and peers. Their routine is similar to 2-3 year children which makes transition
easier to the next level.
We have been working on matching
shapes, colors and picture of fruits.
They show great interest in making
animal sounds and matching the
bear cubs.
Older children in the group have
been helping to set up the table for
snack and lunch time. All children
assist with cleaning after meal by
bringing the plate to the cleaning
table and placemats to the laundry
basket. Please introduce the same
routine to follow Montessori at
home during meals.
Children are visiting their next level classroom during this step-up week. It is heartwarming to see a
new child enter the community. The older children take it upon themselves to greet the younger ones
with a warm hug or a hand shake. Younger child follows an older child who shows her/him the
classroom and work together. Young toddlers are very familiar with adults and children in Pre-Primary
as they spend time together during outdoor time.

News from the Twos
We are all thrilled in our classroom to
welcome back the warm weather.
We have been able to spend more
time outdoors. The children have
seen our daffodils and tulips sprout
from the ground, grow, bud and
bloom. Our work inside is growing as
well, we have materials out that
encourage and require longer
attention spans and more
concentration. We are so thrilled at
how the children have taken on the
new challenges. We continue with
food prep, and the children have
taken full responsibility for setting the
table for snack and lunch. The children’s self-care skills are also
being refined, we have many who have moved into underpants in the past few months!
We are also seeing more mentorship and leadership among the older children, helping
others with skills that they have mastered. We look forward to another month of
growing and learning together!
-Ms. Lauren

News From Primary
“There are many who hold, as I do, that the most important part of life is not the age of University
studies, but the first one, the period from birth to the age of six. For that is the time when a man’s
intelligence itself, his greatest implement, is being formed. But not only his intelligence; the full totality
of his psychic powers.”
- Maria Montessori
I share this Maria Montessori quote each spring because of its importance. Having gone to the
University of Iowa this past weekend for Mom’s Weekend at daughter Olivia’s sorority I became
aware of the type of friends that she called “good friends”. They seemed calm, thoughtful, centered
and willing to do the work necessary to accomplish their goals. One of the moms and I got into a
conversation about education and she shared with me that her daughter went to a Montessori school
when she was young. Aha, I thought, Olivia was also a Montessori child. What develops in a
Montessori environment in students who are exposed to it for a good stretch of time? That which they
take with them into their lives? Let’s call it “realism”, or “confidence”, or “self-direction” or “dedication”.
A sense of “I can get this done, but I know enough not to take on too much and watch my GPA tank”
(which was exactly part of our conversation this weekend), and “I have to keep my GPA up to get into
the program I want to get into”, and “I don’t go out much this semester, I can’t take the time. The
classes are challenging”. Montessori Prepared Environments are
not only about the academics they offer, they are about whole
human development in positive directions. These “life skills” stick
around.
Long known for its transforming ability the “Year of Leadership”
(final year of Primary Level) is the most important year of a child’s
school experience. As the capstone in the arch of what has been
built before it, it solidifies the concepts that have been building in
the spiral curriculum into that which will stay with the child.
Academic skills and social/emotional development as well. The
character-building that each child has been working on individually
evolves into interdependence, the highest level of maturity
(Stephen Covey) and the most propitious positioning for future
happiness and success. In an ever more connected world, humans
must learn to engage deeply, live authentically and use cooperative
conflict management. Exactly what we practice every day! Most traditional programs have not figured
out how to do all that and make it work.
On another note…restlessness, forgetfulness, growing pains (literally), deepened inquisitiveness, and
a certain level of “scrappiness” are all part of the spring experience in most classrooms
everywhere. Here in the Montessori Primary Level environment I find that I guide more,
remind more, give more new lessons and allow more sharing of work. We also have an

increase in Peacekeeping meetings when disagreements break out or personal space is interfered
with. These are all to be expected and we just keep working on our individual lesson plans as best we
can. More outdoor time before, during and after school helps a great deal with focus, as well as much
less time on tablets, computers and TV as usual.
Enjoy your spring family moments! At dinner time, or at bedtime have each
child in the family share a gratitude. We share gratitude each day before
lunch and this is great training for crowding out complaining and other nonproductive behaviors in our children’s lives and our own! Oprah Winfrey
does 5 gratitudes a day (in her journal) at the end of each day.
Also have your readers read to you! Leveled readers are available in every library. Keep reading to
them too, advancing to chapter books for that purpose at 5 and 6.
Nan Renzi

News From Elementary
Our trip to the Art Institute was really fun. We had a chance to look
at famous paintings like The Whistler’s Mother and The Child’s
Bath. Our students had an informal lesson by the tour guide about
how to describe, analyze, interpret and judge works of art. Everyone
who participated in the trip will have received a free Family Pass. I
do recommend the Art Institute since it has a lot to offer!

We’ve been working on our day-to-day lessons, spelling bees, etc. Ms. Tami has helped us set up a
greenhouse in our classroom; each child has a plant that they water every day.
We celebrated Earth Day on the April 21st. We talked about recycling and we watched a
small video about the same. Our students helped prepare earth cookies, which turned
out to be delicious. Thanks to Ms. Tami for the cookie dough!

We’re also watching a three-part series called Earth’s Extraordinary Journey.
The show’s hosts Kate Humble and Dr. Helen Czerski take us on earth’s oneyear journey around the sun while dealing with subjects like weather, seasons,
tides, etc. Following the video, we engage in a class discussion about what we
learned, and we make lists of questions to which we could find answers.
Our fifth graders had an introductory lesson on some pre-calculus, and we did
some graphing with equations like f(x)=x3-4x. Some of our students have been
making considerable progress in the area of mathematics and chemistry. And
it’s comforting to know that they’ll do really well wherever they are.
The Iowa Test season is finally over! Our student Ryan did quite well 
Step-Up week is this week: we’ve had some students visiting our elementary
classroom. It’s as wonderful to see them blend in, as it is to see my students
showing leadership qualities.
Our spring field trip to the Shedd Aquarium is on Friday. I look forward to
enjoying my final school field trip of the year with my students.
If you have plans for your child’s project for the Science Fair in June, please
let me know by 05.05.2017.
Until next month,

-Ms. Varsha

FMS Summer Exploration 2017!

15 months to 8 years

We will explore our environment from a Montessori perspective, teaching elements of exploration, and
building upon independence and confidence. Each week campers will experience a new theme
carefully crafted by the camp leaders. Campers will have the opportunity to explore Montessori
Materials during a portion of the day in a relaxed summer environment while having fun working on
creative projects, gardening, music, stories and outdoor play in the sun & water.
We will have different theme for each week and a field trip during the last week of each session.
We will have half-day and full-day programs. Half-day participants will enjoy theme related group and
individual activities both indoors and out, from 8:30 am to 12 pm. Full-day participants will use the
second half of the day, until 4 pm, for lunch, more activities and naps
for those three years and younger.
Session One Program Dates  June 19 – July 14, 2016
NO Camp July 3 & 4
Session Two Program Dates  July 17 – August 11, 2016
If your child is participating please complete and return
the attached enrollment form for summer camp by
Friday May 19, 2017 to help us with planning.

