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From Our Administrator:
As 2017 draws to a close, I want to convey my sincere appreciation to all FMS families for your ongoing
support and dedication taking the Montessori journey with us. Thank you for giving us the opportunity
working with your children nurturing the curiosity, creativity and imagination.
I missed being part of our Winter Celebration as I was traveling with my family. Hope you all enjoyed it and
had great Holidays! My best wishes for a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous 2018 to you and your family.
Now with this cold weather upon us, please take a moment to use the link and sign up to receive email
notification. In the event of extreme weather, FMS may be closed and it will be reported on Emergency
Closing Center website: http://www.emergencyclosingcenter.com/ecc/email_notification.jsp

Save the Date!
Sunday March 11, 2018
3:00 - 5:00 PM
Flossmoor Montessori School
Art Show and Auction
Come, view and bid on art created by FMS students, as well as
donated arts and crafts.
This year we will also be collecting donations of a variety of other
Auction items.
Some examples of donations: Gift baskets, Gift Certificates from
Restaurants, or Gift Certificates for local services like massage
session, swim lessons etc. Reach out to your network and see
who may be willing to donate goods or services to be auctioned off
to make playground improvements at our school!

Please call office or email at flossmoormontessorischool@yahoo.com to inform us about how you
would like to participate. My sincere appreciation to FMS parent volunteers for organizing family events
and fundraising activities.

Fundraising at Panera Bread
FMS is hosting a Fundraising event at 18416 Governors Highway,
Homewood, IL 60430 location of Panera Bread on Wednesday, January 31,
2018 between 4:00pm and 8:00pm.

20% of sales will be donated back to Bansan Foundation dba Flossmoor
Montessori School. Panera Bread require a minimum of $100 in sales brought
in by our organization in order to make a donation. A printed flyer or an
electronic version of the flyer on a mobile phone or tablet must be presented
when ordering.
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Young Toddler Corner
Winter has arrived and our Young Toddler are receiving
it with much excitement and wonder. While spending
time at the window they notice the leaves have fallen
acting as a blanket for our grass and flowers. As the
days go on they notice out the window the snow has
fallen, some children point saying
“snowman”. How amazing, the
level of association in their mind
goes something like this Winter +
snow =snowman.
Young toddlers have been getting
to know one another by name. There are some
Young Toddlers that visit the fish tank more often
than others. When that child is not there another
child will seek him out by name to go visit the fish
tank with him. Guiding him by the hand. We can’t forget about the care
and concern that has developed thru the friendships. Hugs are given out
at random times. The children smile and hug each other while greeting
them by their name.
Every day is a new opportunity to learn something from the Young
Toddlers. As we close out the year I reflect on how much they have grown
into their environment. Thank you to all the Young Toddler Parents for all
your support in helping our Winter Celebration a success.
Congratulations!!!! to Mr. and Mrs. CaIderon for
being the raffle winners for the young toddler’s
2017 holiday wreath. I am looking forward to an
adventurous New Year
with the Young Toddlers in
2018!

Pre-Primary
Happy Holidays everyone! We had a wonderful Holiday performance last week, even
with our small ensemble. There was some stage fright out of some of the least likely, but
trust us they were all hams during rehearsals.
On December 1st we had a small bridging ceremony, sending on Genevieve and Ole and
welcoming Maya and Freddie into our classroom. It is wonderful to get new students; it gives
the previously youngest students in the class new opportunities
for leadership. Our students have all stepped up in helping out
their new classmates learn how to navigate the classroom.
We have been spending more time on practical life activities
such as folding laundry. Children are learning to smooth out a
cloth, match corners, smooth the fold, match two more corners
and smooth again. Include them at home while folding wash
cloths and hand towels etc. This exercise is good for their
attention to detail, memory and
sequencing, as well as their social
development. We have a beautiful ecosystem in the
classroom, where we are working on teaching the children
how to take care of themselves, each other and the space. If
we find a child without a work, we will guide them to find a
job. Sweeping for instance takes a lot of skill building and
coordination of specific muscles. A child who can successfully
sweep up a spill, will be using great concentration and
determination. These qualities that we are cultivating in
Practical Life Activities are building competent learners and leaders. You can bring practical
life activities into your home very easily with some command hooks and supplies from the
dollar store. In your kitchen, you can create a very simple set
up of a stack of cloths to wipe up spills, a small spray bottle of
water to clean up messes, and a small broom and dust pan.
Over the break please make sure to continue expecting
independence from the children. They are practically all
capable of dressing themselves and putting on their own shoes.
We have worked together to get to this point, and we don’t
want them handing us their foot again in January asking us to
do it for them. Give yourself extra time during transitions to give
the children the time they need to do it themselves. In the words of Maria Montessori, “Never
help a child at a task at which he feels he can succeed.”
Have a wonderful break and see you all next year!
Ms. Lauren and Ms. Renée

Primary

December was a very busy month in the Primary Level classroom. In addition to
making crafts and rehearsing for the Winter Celebration, we managed to continue
with the materials and make great progress in our lessons. I heartily thank all the
children for their bravery in performing and for putting up with all the jitters and nerves
that come on when a show is almost ready but needs some polishing. Despite some
illness we stepped up to do our best. Bravo all. We hope
you enjoyed our (longer than I thought) program!!
In preparation for our visit by the Reptile Show later in January
our Primary Level theme will be the 5 animal families of
vertebrates and other science lessons in zoology. The Year of
Leadership children have stretched their
reading and writing skills to begin some
research in this area. The younger
children will be hearing the vocabulary in
the classroom and will also be invited to share some of the zoology
lessons with the Extended Day students.
We welcome Chandler Jarell into our
Extended Day group, she will transition out
of nap in January and join the classroom
after lunch. After turning 4 a child becomes a candidate for this
but occasionally, and if unusually ready, a student may be
invited to do this earlier. Conversely it may work out for a
student to continue napping for a longer period if it felt that this
is best.
Please continue to send your child to school in snow boots until
the end of boot season. Rain boots are OK if the weather is not
too cold. Yoga, imagination-story-time, square dancing and
group lessons take place in the afternoons, with the Extended
Day students, when serious cold hits and recess is not possible. In
the morning, the work cycle is extended when it is not possible to
go outdoors.
Thank you for sharing your wonderful children with us. We sure appreciate your dedication to
our school and to your child’s education. May you and yours have a very Happy New Year.
Nan

